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Abstract

Primary healthcare serves as a cornerstone strategy for development
and healthcare, prioritizing preventive measures over curative care. A fundamental
tenet of primary healthcare is community engagement. The establishment of
Village Health Volunteers (VHVs) exemplifies this approach, as they provide
essential support to public health officials in addressing local health challenges.
As of 2023, Thailand boasts a network of over 1,075,163 VHVs, ensuring
nationwide coverage. These volunteers play an indispensable role in promoting
health and fostering behavioral change within communities. The author
underscores the significance of VHVs as the bedrock of Thailand's primary
healthcare system, functioning as indispensable frontline public health workers
with a long history of community engagement. Their close relationships with
community members facilitate seamless connections between public health
officials and residents, thereby enhancing accessibility and convenience of

healthcare services.

Keywords: Village Health Volunteers (VHVs) are the backbone of Thailand's

primary healthcare system.
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